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CITY OF BONDURANT 
 

PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD 
MINUTES 

 
February 17, 2011 

 
A meeting of the City of Bondurant Parks and Recreation Board was held in the 
Community Room at the Bondurant City Center on February 17, 2011, at 6:30 p.m. 
 
Present: Board Chair - Josh Duden  

Board Member - Nicole Bruce 
Board Member - John Hodges 
Board Member - Jeff Meislahn 
City Administrator - Mark Arentsen 
Bondurant Building and Grounds Superintendent - Boyce Bailey 
Bondurant Recreation Coordinator - Dustin Delvaux 
Bondurant Administrative Assistant - Carol Bousselot 

 
Absent: Board Member - Eric Johnson  

Board Member - James Hayworth 
 
Notice of the meeting was posted at the Bondurant City Center, Casey’s General 
Stores, Legacy Bank and the Bondurant Post Office on February 11, 2011.  All 
proceedings hereafter shown were taken while the convened meeting was open to the 
public. 
 
The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m.  Roll call was taken and a quorum was 
present.  
 
The February 17, 2011, agenda was approved as written.  The November 18, 2010, 
December 16, 2010, and the January 20, 2011, meeting minutes were approved as 
written. 
 
2011 Recreation Programming:  (As discussed by all Board Members present) 
 
Recreation Coordinator Update: 

Lake Petocka Playground Equipment – Miracle Recreation, All Inclusive Recreation, 
and Fry & Associates provided quotations with designs, and brochure materials, for 
options to update the equipment at Lake Petocka’s playground.  Play Mart provided 
brochure materials for recycled plastic equipment options.  Recreation Coordinator 
Delvaux presented all options to the Board Members and presented his overall 
experience with the vendors while acquiring quotations.   
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Mr. Mike Pfeifer, a Sales Representative for Fry & Associates, Inc., gave a short 
presentation on the benefits of their playground equipment and designs, including 
warranty information and the high quality range of their plastic playground materials.  
Mr. Pfeifer stated that he personally measured and inspected the site of installation and 
provided the designs based on the requests of the Recreation Coordinator, with the 
community’s needs in mind.   
 
Designs and brochures were compared.  Safety, warranty guarantees, cost, recreational 
benefits, age-appropriateness, features, colors, and designs were compared and 
discussed by all Board Members.  Recreation Coordinator Delvaux reminded the Board 
Members that colors can be modified and pieces of the designs are often 
interchangeable and can be removed or replaced. 

City Administrator Arentsen provided information regarding the $10,000 grant that was 
awarded by Prairie Meadows towards the purchase of the Lake Petocka playground 
equipment.  This grant will fund a large portion of the costs of the playground 
equipment, but other funds will be necessary to cover the cost of tiling, mulch, and 
some of the equipment costs for the Lake Petocka playground. 

Building and Grounds Superintendent Bailey provided information regarding mulch for 
the playground area.  He stated that the footprint size of the playground, and the mulch 
selected, will be the largest factors for the cost of the mulch.  He also provided 
information regarding the condition of the existing swings at the Lake Petocka 
playground; the swings are currently safe for children, but due to insurance 
requirements and cost of upkeep it is recommended to have the swings replaced. 

Board Chair Duden led the discussion to find agreement on the features for the 
playground equipment.  All Board Members present agreed upon the following required 
features of the future Lake Petocka playground equipment: 

• Swings – A minimum of four swings should be included in the playground 
equipment, with two swings being designed as safe for toddlers.  

• Slides – There should be a minimum of two slides; one slide designed for 
toddlers and a taller slide that would appeal to older children. 

• Safety – The playground equipment needs to be safe for children ages 2-12 
years old.  Features should help prevent younger children from falling from 
heights.  There should be small steps at one entrance point to allow toddlers 
safely onto the equipment. 
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• Roofs – The playground structure does not necessarily require roof(s).  Vendors 
should be asked if the price of the designs can be reduced by considering 
elimination of that feature, if currently included in the design(s).  

• References, Warranties, and Quality – The vendors should also be considered 
based on longevity of their play equipment, references, and responsiveness. 

• Assembly Assistance – A representative of the equipment vendor should be 
present during assembly to ensure proper installation at no additional cost. 

Board Chair Duden thanked Recreation Coordinator Delvaux for all of his work 
gathering quotations for the playground equipment.  More information will be gathered 
and provided at the next Parks and Recreation Board meeting on March 17, 2011; at 
that time the Board Members plan to make a decision on the vendor that will be 
selected. 

The following items were also discussed: 

Cribbage Tournament – Occurred on January 30, 2011.  Eight people attended the 
event and it was deemed fairly successful.  Future events may have free or reduced-
price elimination games leading up to the final tournament to increase participation. 

Valentine’s Dance – Occurred on February 12, 2011.  There was a good turnout for this 
event, but to avoid scheduling conflicts with similar dance events held by civic groups, 
the City may choose to not hold this event again next year. 

Adult Volleyball – Sunday nights until March 27, 2011.  Six people were in attendance 
for Adult Volleyball on February 13, 2011. 

Spring Break Events – Events advertised on flyers in town: Community Game Night, 
“Rock Me” presentation by Polk County Conservation, movie night at the Bondurant 
Community Library, and the Science Center Day Trip. 

Community Game Night – March 15, 2011.  Families can gather to play games at City 
Hall from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. There will be a small fee to cover the cost of pizza and 
beverages.  

Science Center Day Trip – March 17, 2011.  Permission forms are due by March 4, 
2011, and are available online or at City Hall. 

Bondurant-Farrar 5K Run/Walk – May 7, 2011.  Route proposed may be around Lake 
Petocka and along Pleasant Street Northeast, due to City-wide garage sales on the 
same date in main residential areas of Bondurant. 
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Rain Barrel Workshop – April 9, 2011.  Rain barrels can be pre-ordered.  Information is 
online and will be in the March City Connection newsletter. 

Gardening Seminar – Cancelled due to a conflicting Bondurant Community Library 
event. 

RAGBRAI – The City of Bondurant is possibly going to be on the route of RAGBRAI 
2011.  The Parks and Recreation Board may choose to set up a location with an 
activity, food or beverages for sale, or another draw for the riders coming through 
Bondurant. 

Swim Bus 2011 – June 6, through August 8, 2011.  Two additional stops have been 
requested to be added to the DART (Des Moines Area Regional Transit Authority) 
schedule for the Swim Bus.  One stop requested is in Wolf Creek, due to increased 
residential population in the area, and the other stop requested is located at a corner by 
Anderson Elementary, to prevent children from crossing Grant Street to get to the 
current City Park bus stop.  These requested stops have not yet been confirmed by 
DART. Complete information, including Altoona Aquatic Center’s 2011 fees, should be 
included in the May City Connection newsletter and on the City’s website. 

Cyclocross – There may be a cross-country bicycling event in the area during 
September.  More information will be available when possible. 

Laser Tag – A resident has contacted the Recreation Coordinator regarding Laser Tag.  
More research will need to be done on the feasibility of this type of activity in Bondurant. 

Public Information/Input – Some Middle School students have been assigned to write a 
paper regarding projects and recreational activities they would like to see in Bondurant.  
There may also be a High School survey with feedback regarding recreational activities.  
Recreation Coordinator Delvaux also recommends setting up a location during 
SummerFest (June 28 & 29, 2011) with a Parks and Recreation survey and an activity 
or “draw” so that residents will stop to take the short survey. 

The following items were discussed as part of the Board Members’ comments: 
 

• 3-on-3 Basketball Tournament at City Park – Possible activity suggested by 
Board Member Meislahn based on current activity at the court. 
 
• Dodgeball Event – Board Member Bruce stated that the last dodgeball event held 
was deemed very successful.  Board Member Hodges agreed that it was a good 
event and should be held again. All Board Members present were in agreement to 
hold this event again in 2011, probably during a weekend to have the most 
participants.  Additional details will be discussed during future Parks and Recreation 
Board meetings. 
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• St. Baldrick’s Fundraiser – Board Member Meislahn asked that information for 
this event be added to the City’s website calendar, the City Connection newsletter, 
and to the Bondurant Bounce e-newsletter.  The event is not being sponsored 
directly by the Parks and Recreation Board. 

• Adult Softball – Board Member Bruce asked if there is planning in place yet for 
an Adult Softball league.  Recreation Coordinator Delvaux stated that the current 
City fields were too small.  Board Member Meislahn mentioned that the High School 
may have a field available if not being used for another event, and recommended 
that the Recreation Coordinator Delvaux contact the High School regarding the field 
availability.   

• Fishing Tournament – Board Member Bruce suggested that the Parks and 
Recreation Board should hold another annual Fishing Tournament, which is typically 
a June event coinciding with the Iowa Department of Natural Resources annual Free 
Fishing Weekend.  Free food and prize drawings have been done in the past. 

 
The following items were discussed as part of the City Administrator’s 
comments: 
 

• Kinney Park parking lot may have gravel added and drainage issues examined in 
the near future. 

 
• The old South Shelter at Lake Petocka is in disrepair and the current siding 
cannot be repainted.  The Lion’s Club originally built the building, so they will be 
contacted to see if they would be interested in being involved with the 
repair/updating of the building.  

 
•  An Eagle Scout or other Cub Scouts may be willing to assist with the painting of 
the South Shelter and assist with the Lake Petocka playground equipment or 
mulching.  It is recommended that the Parks and Recreation Board contact the civic 
group leader. 

 
 
All Park Board Members were in agreement to adjourn the meeting.  Meeting adjourned 
at 7:53 p.m. 
 

 
_____________________ 

Josh Duden 
Board Chair 

 
ATTEST: 
 
 
______________________ 
Carol Bousselot 
Administrative Assistant 
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